. Interferometric synthetic aperture radar data and the GPS network (GEONET) provided essential information on the surface deformation. Based on the data provided by temporally installed instruments and field surveys, it has been possible to determine the co-and post-seismic deformation (Iinuma et al., 2008; Ohta et al., 2008) and to construct fault models (Nishimura et al., 2008; Ozawa, 2008; Aoki et al., 2008) . The source process of the mainshock was inferred from strong motionseismograms (Aoi et al., 2008) . Other aspects of the earthquake have also been characterized: the earthquake sequence (Tajima and Tajima, 2008 ) and a paleosismic investigation of emerged wood blocks .
We hope that these studies will contribute to an improved understanding of the 2007 Chuetsu-Oki Earthquake and provide fundamental knowledge for the mitigation of future seismic disasters produced by destructive earthquakes beneath thick sediment cover in a fold-and-thrust belt.
